

http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38
http://www.docu-track.com/index.php?page=38

(RAILS continued from Page 1)

The old NAR main is operated north to Rycroft, the site of three
new concrete grain terminals. This is overbuilding, and the UGG
plant a few miles out of Rycroft may be destroyed as surplus. Rails
remain as far as Wanham (17 miles east) where a hardboard plant
is being commissioned. The derelict canola crush plant at Sexsmith
is being re-configured to a glue factory for the OSB mills, but is
not using rail service yet. The spur to Spirit River is used for stor-
ing MT grain hoppers.

The line north of Grande Prairie has seen tie replacement but is
noticeable for short rails, some only four feet, suggesting broken
rail patches. There are many low and step joints. Such are of con-
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Southwest Motor Cars tour at Dawson Creek, BC. Author's note: "Car on
left is Prince George Rail Museum. Paul Roy - Jim Harte. Next is Mike
Heaton's A4 which he kindly let me ride on." (Photo: George France)

cern to speeder operators, as the light, short wheelbase can bounce
badly and can derail on them.

Just north of Woking the tracks traverse some very unstable ground
as they cross the Saddle River. There is some very bad track that
shows evidence of derailments and it is possible the line may have
to be relocated to better ground.

Alberta RailNet still operates track west to Beaverlodge, Albright
and Hythe to service two remaining grain points, but service is
only as needed. Alberta Transportation would like to see the rails
taken up and the trackbed used to twin the #43 Alaska Highway,
but this work was put on hold at last Alberta government budget.

From Hythe to Dawson Creek the track is owned by CN but embar-
goed, allegedly because of a weak trestle at Tupper.

The South West Motor Cars trip got through this section of 50
miles, but with extreme difficulty, with weeds fias high as an el-
ephantls eye0, five barb wire fences across the rails, and the Snake
River road at Tupper paved right over the iron. The suspect trestle
was no problem and simply looked to need maintenance. This was
a section that even the hardiest firailriders0 would not wish to re-
peat, but this line from Grande Prairie to Dawson Creek should be
retained, as we shall reveal presently.

The Agricore grain terminal, an oil loading dock, and a feed and
seed mill on the CN side of Dawson Creek are all serviced under
contract by BC Rail. The old NAR Station Depot is beautifully
preserved, a true memorial to its service as the loading off point for
building the Alaska Highway during World War II.

B.C. RAIL

Dawson Creek is a very active rail point. Louisiana Pacific Pulp
Mill and Louis Drefus Groupls new grain terminal require daily
service. There are several other grain, fertilizer and oil loading fa-
cilities.

The first obstacle on departing Dawson Creek is the Alaska High-
way road crossing. The BC Rail tour escort switched on the cross-
ing lights but road traffic, not seeing a train actually crossing, ig-
nored them. Flagmen were sent out 200 feet on either side, but
even then, two vehicles passed the flagmen, screeching to a halt
when they saw a flag-waving hirail starting to cross. Maintenance-
of-way vehicles do not have right of way, so road crossings are
always a hazard to motor car operators, and great vigilance is re-
quired.

The track to Chetwynd entails several grades in excess of 2% cross-
ing the Pine River and descending to Chetwynd, so big power is
required. A few miles out of Dawson Creek, the rails cross the
Kiskatenau River on a high wooden trestle. This is a very high-
maintenance area due to several miles of unstable ground. It may
become necessary to relocate the track a couple of miles away, a
major undertaking.

A failure of the track here could be alleviated by routing trains over
the Grande Prairie Sub, which could be easily re-activated:
Chetwynd is the junction with the line to Taylor, where oil, chemi-
cals and sulphur arc loaded; Fort St. John, a major oilfield service
and lumber town; then 250 more miles north through the wilder-
ness tundra to Fort Nelson. Trains haul processed lumber and raw
logs from this point.

In the longer term, if the Railway to Alaska becomes reality, the
line would go from Fort Nelson. It would then be very attractive to
route the oil trains over the Dawson Creek-Grande Prairie subs to
reach the refineries at Edmonton.

On all the northern B.C. Rail lines there is active rail replacement
underway. There are lengths of Continuous Welded Rail (CWR)
going in on curves and several experimental sections of concrete
ties on severe curvature points. Dragging equipment detectors, so-
lar-powered, are installed at critical points, with major detector
plants at sixty-mile intervals. Generally good running track, but
with noticeable low joints.

Mackenzie is another hive of activity, but it is all lumber-oriented,
and suffering from the US duties. The daily Mackenzie Turn out of
Prince George is a hundred-car train drawing four six-axle units: a
far cry from the thrice weekly fiswitcher0 with a lone Alco hauling
ten cars that I witnessed some years back. Lumber is the lifeblood
for BC Rail, and the industry is being paralyzed by the US duties,
which forebodes lean times for this railway.

TUMBLER RIDGE
Conceived as a political railway, not as an economic one, Tumbler
Ridge has been one expensive headache. It was built through some
high mountain wilderness and required two tunnels: the Sentinel
Tunnel, five miles long; and the Wolverine, full of hydrogen sulfide
gas, three miles long. Both are very wet with water cascading from
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the walls and roof. They are located on the south side of the valley,
because of severe avalanche chutes on the north faces; neverthe-
less, avalanches regularly destroyed the electric catenary overhead.
Two years ago the electric locomotives were shut down and
mothballed at Prince George. They will never run here again: the
catenary is now a shambles, and modern diesel technology has
improved their operating capabilities beyond the electrics, which
cannot move from under the wires. But the long, wet tunnels are
not ventilated, and it takes several hours for the air to purge after
diesels have pulled a heavy coal train through.

The Quintette Mine is closed, being un-economic at present coal
prices. There are possibilities of re-opening it if prices rise, but
there is no firm commitment at this time. So, in September, BC
Rail crews lifted the rails from Murray Shops around the Quintette
loading loop. The Bulmoose mine is to close early in 2003 and the
Agri-Tec loadout will shut down.

When traffic ceases on the Tumbler Ridge line, nature will soon
wreak havoc with the track. The line is all CWR, but with some
low joints in the tunnels that send chills up a motor car operator(s
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Author George France at Tacheda Junction, BC. Author's note: "Flagging
is an essential safety procedure."

spine. BC Rail will be anxious to transfer this good rail to its main
lines; it is too valuable to leave idle.

It is all good CWR track down into Prince George, but with some
bad joints: One gap was measured to be over two inches between
rail ends.

Prince George is a maze of lumber operations, all rail serviced. As
soon as the speeder tour cars were stopped in the busy BC Rail
North Yard, three trains headed north: a hundred-car unit coal train
for Tumbler Ridge, followed by another full train to Chetwynd,
Dawson Creek and Fort Nelson, and the third, the Mackenzie
Switcher. Itds a busy railroad today, but lumber is in big trouble and
coal is grinding to a halt.

The tour cars crossed over the Fraser River on a high bridge and
descended to the interchange with CN Rail. It was a slow process
of negotiating access to a foreign country or another railway com-
pany, but actually just moving from one busy yard to another ac-
tive one.

A speeder rail tour is an education in itself providing an inside look
at railroading at work. €

Member News

AraN VanTerrooL will be giving a talk entitled "The Role of the
Railways in the Formation and Subsequent Development of Prai-
rie Communities" to the Edmonton District Historical Society. The
meeting will be held in the McQueen Community Hall, 10825
McQueen Road, at 19:30 on Thursday, January 30.

The first half of the talk will be similar to the one Alan gave at the
2002 Annual General Meeting of the APRA. The second half will
cover the period from 1914 to the present.

Admission is free. Goodies, coffee and juice will be served. To get
to the venue, proceed west on 107th Avenue past the traffic circle
on 142nd Street. Then take the first turn north (i.e. to the right),
pass by a Baptist Church. The Community League will be on the
right near Archbishop MacDonald Catholic High School.

Our Thanks
To THE MANY people who have contributed their time, money and
artifacts to keep the Association and the Museum a living historical
resource for Alberta and the world.

Special thanks go to Leona Baldwin, whose generous donation
subsidized the publication of this issue of The Marker.

Monthly APRA Meetings -
Winter Schedule

JANUARY 14 (2nD TUESDAY)
FEBRUARY 4

(MEETINGs ARE usually held on the first Tuesday of each month in
Room 112, Eastglen Composite High School, 11430 - 68 St., at
1900 hours. All members welcome. For further information, con-
tact Hans Huizinga at (780) 473-9045.)

APRA Board of Directors

HERB DIXON DAVE MARTIN

PRESIDENT DIRECTOR
491-4832 942-2664
hdixon@incentre.net coronado@agt.net
ERNIE TOWNEND DoOuUG HUNT
VP ADMIN VP - CAR DEPARTMENT
487-5917 472-2114
etownend@planet.con.net
TERRY WOLFE
TED VAN GUNST DIRECTOR

942-4593
twolfe@agrium.com

VP MOTIVE POWER
455-8859

JIMBROCK DENNIS PRINGLE
VP HISTORY & INTERPRETATION DIRECTOR
456-3816 998-2694

f3@telusplanet.net dpringle@agrium.com

DAVE OSBORNE DAVE STOKES
VP FINANCE DIRECTOR
489-6597 453-2816

terrina@caisnet.com
BILL HARMON
DIRECTOR & MORSE TELEGRAPH CLUB REP.
942-4593
wrhl@futureone.com
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Railroad Reprints
The Museum has acquired a large collection of old issues of Rail-
road Magazine. 4s a service to its members, selections from these
magazines will be reproduced from time to time in The Marker.

Here is the second of three parts of an extended article from the
March 1942 issue. Note that all original spelling and grammar is
preserved.

Section-Car

(Part Two)
by Bob White, Section Foreman, Grand Trunk Western, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of Harmony Lodge 108, Brotherhood of Mainte-
nance of Way Employes
HE old reliable hand-car would probably still be in more
general use except for the fact that it demanded too much of
a section mands time and energy®and the railroad had other
uses for them. Both the men and companies were ready to give a
hearty welcome to any section-car which could get crews over the
track faster.

The problem of speed scarcely bothers the resourceful gandy dancer
who works on the Manitou & Pikefs Peak cog railway®at least not
in the evening. At the close of each day, I learn from Gerald M.
Best of Beverly Hills, California, the section man coasts home down
the mountain side on a specially-built velocipede which is equipped
with cogs. But you can bet he doesnft pump his way up the hill in
the morning.

it will probably never be supplanted.”

"No nostalgic longing fills the heart of the section-man at sight of an old-time 'back-breaker' beside the right-of-way. But as an emblem of track maintenance,

Back in the 18700s pioneer settlers at Hayes City, Kansas, along
the Kansas Pacific lines, used to spend their Sunday afternoons
scooting along the rails in a hand-car equipped with an eleven-foot
mast and bellying canvas sail. With a brisk prairie wind behind her,
the contraption could do up to forty miles per hour®a speed which,
according to a contemporary journalist firivals that of the fastest
express trains.0

fiSailroading0 received official recognition in 1875, when C. J.
Bascom, a KP official, converted a hand-car by equipping it with
eighty-one square feet of sail to convey repair parties to pumps,
telegraph lines and section jobs along the pike. Bascomfs railboat
was six feet long, carried four thirty-inch wheels and weighed about
six hundred pounds, yet she once made an 84-mile run in four hours,
over a curving section of track and with a full load!

These sail-cars used on the KP were amazingly versatile. With their
canvas properly set they could tack or point almost right into the
wind. But they were not the first vehicle of their kind. Back in 1829
the Baltimore & Ohio had been rigging square sails on some of
their push-cars to transport section gangs. The B&O sail-cars were
not built as efficiently as were the later ones on the KP.

Sail-cars are still in use in South America. At Antafagasta, Chile,
each morning a section gang numbering about twenty-five men
clambers aboard their two sail-rigged track-cars on the British-
owned railway there and scoot along before a strong morning west
wind to the place where they are working, five or ten miles from
town. When their dayds toil is finished the men climb back on their
inland ships, reverse the sails, and navigate back to camp&driven
now by a prevailing east wind that springs up each evening.
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